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Chairman’s Report

CEO Report

2008 was a period of significant development for Na Píobairí
Uilleann which saw expansion of the breadth and depth of activities
in support of the key initiatives contained in our Strategic Plan
2007-2011. The key to the success of all the imaginative initiatives
undertaken by the organisation over the past year is that they were
underpinned by quality, creativity, excellence and direct relevance to
the needs of pipers around the world. Clear focus on what is required
of us and an ability to match the various requirements with an
appropriate product or action have played a major part in ensuring we
have admirably responded to the diverse aspects of our remit.

Following the building renovation work undertaken at its headquarters in recent years, Na Píobairí
Uilleann, throughout 2008, has been able to focus almost exclusively on core activities. As a result of
the reduced building project management workload we were able to deliver online tuition services for
the first time, accelerate publication activity and expand the digitisation of archive material.

Pipe-Making
In my opinion the most significant achievement in 2008 was gaining
support for pipe-making activities from pipe-makers and agencies
including the Arts Council Board and Executive and the Crafts Council
of Ireland. We have a lot of work to undertake and a long way to go
in order to ensure that the skills of pipe-making are recorded and
documented. However, I believe that significant positive steps have
been taken. The generosity of pipers, reed-makers and pipe-makers
throughout the world, that has been the significant factor in assisting with
the progress, is very much in the spirit of pipers such as Seán Reid, Leo
Rowsome, Dan O’Dowd and Matt Kiernan among others, who sustained
and perpetuated the craft in leaner times.

Na Píobairí Uilleann now has members in forty-six countries, a fact
that would, I am sure, have been a source of wonder to its founders.
We have undoubtedly been hugely successful in promoting the
teaching and playing of the uilleann pipes. Notwithstanding that,
we recognise the need to accelerate the focus on the transmission of
reed and pipe-making skills. I am delighted that our efforts in regard
to the latter received a significant boost in 2008 thanks to the Arts
Council’s response to the Na Píobairí Uilleann report on the status of pipe-making. As a result of the
Arts Council support, we can now commit an increased level of resources and emphasis to support
the creation of a learning and mentoring environment in order to ensure the highest level of reed and
pipe-making skills are safeguarded long into the future.
While the expanded geographic spread of uilleann pipers is a very welcome development, we
recognise the need for the provision of improved resources and platforms to ensure the pursuit of
excellence in performance and at the same time continuing to support increased levels of participation
in the art form. Failure to do so would inevitably result in devaluing the unique characteristics and
heritage of a wonderfully expressive instrument.
The increased activity during 2008 by Na Píobairí Uilleann in all keys areas of activity to ensure
safeguarding the heritage of uilleann piping, creating public access, teaching the playing and making
of instruments have been greatly facilitated by the excellent support we receive from the Arts Council
board members, staff and, in particular, the Traditional Arts Support Team. We greatly appreciate
their continued support. On behalf of Na Píobairí Uilleann, I would also like to acknowledge the
excellent support provided by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for the restoration of our
building, Culture Ireland and Dublin City Council with regard to our touring and public recital
programmes, Fás in relation to the LTI Heritage and Research Project and Music Network for
provision of instruments under the Music Capital Scheme.
I am delighted to extend my thanks to my fellow board members and the staff at Na Píobairí Uilleann
- pipers all - who demonstrate a steadfast commitment and passion for the promotion of uilleann
piping in a sustained professional manner to ensure that we deliver on our commitment contained in
our strategic plan.
Most importantly, I am certain that the efforts of Na Píobairí Uilleann will continue to assist people
throughout the world to experience the charm and intrigue of uilleann piping in ever-increasing
numbers and improved standards.
Robbie Hannan,
Chairman


The advocacy roles played by Mary Cloake, Niamh McCabe and Paul
Flynn at the Arts Council, and Peter Browne, have been very supportive
and effective in progressing this initiative to date.
The sad passing of master pipe-makers including Dave Williams and Alain Froment in recent years
has brought into sharp focus the need to record, document and publish information that will benefit
future generations of pipe-makers. In 2009 we will be undertaking new and expanded reed-making
classes in order to provide a foundation for the proliferation of pipe-making and pipes maintenance
skills.

Publications
The publication of The Pipers Choice Vol II DVD featuring Emmett Gill, Mick O’Brien and Jimmy
O’Brien-Moran, and The Tempest CD by Robbie Hannan, have been very well received within the
Irish Traditional music community and will, I am sure, be enjoyable additions to any collection of
music.
We published five new issues of our members’ magazine An Píobaire which included many
outstanding articles from members on a wide range of piping related matters. This publication
has continued to attract an increasing reputation among experts in our field. During the past
year contributions have been received from such recognised authorities as Nicholas Carolan, Seán
Donnelly, Caoimhín Mac Aoidh, Hugh Cheape, Emmett Gill and Kieran O’Hare.
The ever expanding number worldwide events focusing on uilleann piping is reflected in the annual
calendar published by Na Píobairí Uilleann.

Tuition
Na Píobairí Uilleann was fortunate to be in a position to assist dozens of uilleann piping festivals
throughout the world in many ways through the provision of tutors, scholarships, publicity and
assistance with administration, and we congratulate and encourage these groups to continue with the
great voluntary work they undertake year after year.
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I would especially thank the many pipers who undertake tuition in piping, reed-making and pipemaking on a voluntary basis regularly in many locations. This type of support is invaluable and much
appreciated.
In 2008 we commenced the recording of piping tuition sessions and made over twenty lessons
available online along with the transcription of the tunes. We are indebted to the pipers who have
taken part to date and we look forward to capturing many more diverse piping styles over the coming
year.
I would also like to thank the Teachers who give so generously of their time voluntarily to help us to
run the regular Tuesday night classes in Henrietta St. and Nollaig Mac Cárthaigh who co-ordinates
the classes. The tradition of former pupils coming back to teach on a voluntary basis is something that
we are very proud of and which we greatly appreciate.

Pipes on Loan
The Music Capital Scheme established by the Arts Council in conjunction with The Music Network
provided funding which has enabled us to acquire eighteen additional sets of pipes to add to our
inventory for use in our Pipes on Loan scheme. The latter funding will enable us to significantly
reduce the current waiting list for pipes on loan. We have also received a number of generous
donations of sets of pipes which will also be made available through this very important scheme.

The annual Ace and Deuce of Piping concert was a very successful event and it was particularly
noticeable that so many young people were in attendance on the night. The great line up of artists
certainly lived up to the expectation and was very well supported by the staff at Liberty Hall along
with MC Brendan Gleeson and sound engineer Seán Keegan.
On an almost daily basis Na Píobairí Uilleann is requested to provide uilleann pipers to perform at
public events and I would like to thank all the pipers, too many to mention, who have assisted us
in this regard. Their generosity enables Na Píobairí Uilleann to promote piping among increasingly
wider audiences and to support many other groups and organisations.

Archive
Through the generosity of members and the general public Na Píobairí Uilleann received many
donations of recordings, books, pictures, instruments and other artefacts which added to our
expanding collection of material. Many other items were acquired through an active acquisitions
policy. All of this provides an ever-more-complete picture of the history and practice of piping.
Hitherto unknown images of Irish piping were discovered and acquired, including an 18th c. military
piper (acquired from the National Library of Ireland), a photograph of Pat Ward and his son Paddy,
donated by Seán Corcoran, digital copies of 19th c. paintings of pipers from Bristol Museum and
Whyte’s Auctioneers, and a 19th c. oil painting of a piper, purchased from Whyte’s.

Membership

Recordings and pictures that had been
collected by the late Paddy McElvaney were
donated by his daughter Mary, and other
recordings were donated by Gay McKeon,
Pat Mitchell, Joe Doyle and others.

The feedback we receive from members continues to inform the strategies we adopt and projects we
undertake and is always very welcome as are the articles and listings for our various publications.
I am delighted to acknowledge the huge contribution and the ever increasing voluntary efforts made
by the members and friends of Na Píobairí Uilleann throughout the world in organising events and
tuition. We are very grateful to all the people who make donations to support us financially and
in-kind and also to those who purchase our publications. By way of financial assistance I would ask
that you spread the word in regard to the large range of excellent products for sale in our online shop
particularly among enthusiasts of Irish Traditional music who may not be members of Na Píobairí
Uilleann.

We acquired two additions to our
collection of instruments, a modern set by
Martin Preshaw was donated, as were two
examples of parts of pipes made by Johnny
Doran, and an unidentified mid-19th c. set
in C was purchased.

Public Performances

Several rare works on the pipes and/or Irish
music were acquired by various means – in
original versions, photocopies or digital
copies.

In addition to the numerous piping Tionóil held we hosted the fortnightly Ceol sa Chlub recital
series for young musicians and singers in Henrietta Street and I would like to thank the performers
and many volunteers who ensure that this very important activity continues to thrive.
The financial support of Culture Ireland enabled us to tour with Piperlink in the Midwest of North
America in October. The support of the local pipers in the cities visited ensured that Irish culture
was promoted among a very wide audience at each venue. I would like to thank Declan Downes,
Christine Sisk and the Board of Culture Ireland for their continued support of Na Píobairí Uilleann
in promoting a uniquely Irish heritage outside of the country.
The monthly Session with the Pipers recitals continue be very entertaining events due to the
widespread support of artists and audiences alike and the video recordings, many of which can be
viewed on the Na Píobairí Uilleann website www.pipers.ie are excellent additions to our archive. I
would like to thank Tom Mulligan and his staff at The Cobblestone Pub for their hospitality, also Ken
Lynam and Ray Coleman who undertake the filming and editing of the events, and to Noel Pocock
who acts as MC.



The continuing programme of recording our Cobblestone sessions has brought the number of filmed
performances to over 600.
The Fás LTI Heritage and Research project has continued to produce high quality material, delivering
services in cataloguing, indexing and digitising which are feeding into our planned enhancements to
our online facilities.
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Research
The Pipes Photographic project continued, under the direction of Ronan Browne, and this has
produced a body of photographs now numbering over 3,000, of 67 sets.

Building
In early 2008 we completed the final stage of the restoration of our
headquarters at 15 Henrietta Street when we had the front facade repointed using an Irish wigging joint process rarely used these days. We will
be engaging with Dublin City Council and other governmental agencies to
progress the establishment of a theatre at the rear our current building and
a museum/archive and dedicated pipe-making training centre on the site
of number 16 Henrietta Street. The latter project will undoubtedly span a
number of years but will prove to be great resources for the members of Na
Píobairí Uilleann and the promotion of Irish culture generally.
We acquired two new art pieces namely the bronze sculpture of Séamus
Ennis and Cathaoir an Píobaire and in regard to which we would like to
acknowledge the assistance of Eamonn O’Doherty and John Duignan

Board and Executive
I would like to thank the board and staff members of Na Píobairí Uilleann for their continued
support and outstanding teamwork. Through their efforts on a voluntary and professional basis great
progress has been made in 2008. During the year Sandie Purcell joined in the role of Administrative
Assistant and has added great value to the organisation, I am sure that you will all join me in wishing
Sandie a long and rewarding career with Na Píobairí Uilleann.
Also during 2008 Harry Bradley re-located to Roscommon and, following advertisement and
interview, John Blake was appointed as Supervisor on the Fás LTI Heritage and Research project. I
wish Harry and John well in their new roles.

Governance
The Board finalised a governance review in 2008 which was facilitated by Ms. Linda Scales, Solicitor
and author of A Practical Guide for Board Members of Arts Organisations, which resulted in the
adoption of a number of best practices in this area.

Minutes of 2008 AGM
24th May, Henrietta Street, Dublin 1
The Chairperson, Robbie Hannan presided and welcomed everyone to
the Annual General Meeting.
A minute’s silence was observed for deceased members
The minutes of the 2007 Annual General Meeting were agreed on the
proposal of Seán Potts and seconded by Seán Óg Potts.
The Chairperson, Robbie Hannan, in his address made mention of the
outstanding success in all areas of the work of Na Píobairí Uilleann
over the past year. He noted the considerable number and quality of
publications and in particular the production of the Pipers Choice Vol
1 and the Dance Music of Seamus Ennis by Pat Mitchell. He also noted
the success of the Piperlink series and thanked the many performers that
took part in bringing an appreciation of piping to the wider public.
Robbie went on to acknowledge the tuition given in piping, reed-making and pipe-making over the
year and the support that Na Píobairí Uilleann has given both nationally and internationally to piping
events. The Chair concluded his remarks by extending his appreciation to the staff of Na Píobairí
Uilleann for all their hard work over the past year.
The Audited Accounts were adopted by the meeting on the proposal of Dave Hegarty and seconded
by Seán Óg Potts
Na Píobairí Uilleann’s Administrator Gerry Lyons advised the meeting of the developments taking
place with the Fás LTI Heritage and Research Project and Archivist Terry Moylan updated the
meeting on recent acquisitions and improvements to the Archive.
CEO, Gay McKeon outlined to the AGM the improvements and progress being made to the building
and the plans being prepared for an Auditorium on site.

Summary

Dave Hegarty joined Gay in advising the members of progress being made for the Pipe-making
Course.

There is a great vibrancy in Na Píobairí Uilleann with a strong focus and passion for promotion of
Irish traditional music and in particular the playing of the pipes and the production and maintenance
of the instrument itself. Long may it continue!

The Chairman then thanked the founder members in attendance specially to celebrate the 40th
anniversary, without whose passion and commitment we would not be meeting today and in such a
magnificent home for Na Píobairí Uilleann.

Gay McKeon,
Chief Executive
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Election of the Board
Patrica Logan proposed by Robbie Hannan seconded by Dave Hegarty
Noel Pocock proposed by Seán Óg Potts seconded by Robbie Hannan
Tom Clarke proposed by Wilbert Garvin seconded by Seán Potts
Nollaig MacCárthaigh proposed by Seán Potts seconded by Joe Doyle
Robbie Hannan proposed by Noel Pocock seconded by Seán Potts
Tommy Keane proposed by Joe Crane seconded by Robbie Hannan
Dave Hegarty proposed by Nollaig MacCárthaigh seconded Seán Potts
Seán Óg Potts proposed by Robbie Hannan seconded by Tommy Keane
Wilbert Garvin proposed by Tom Clarke seconded by Gerry Lyons
Seán Potts proposed by Noel Pocock seconded by Robbie Hannan
Ivan Crowe proposed by Robbie Hannan seconded by Seán Óg Potts
Joe Crane proposed by Robbie Hannan seconded by Tom Clarke
As there were twelve nominations for ten positions Tom Clarke and Nollaig MacCarthaigh both
suggested that they would agree to be non-voting members of the Board, the meeting agreed.

Any Other Business
Tomás Ó Canainn expressed his appreciation for all the work the Staff and Board have put into
making 15 Henrietta Street such a credit to Na Píobairí Uilleann
Bill Slattery wished to be associated with Tomas’s appreciation and also wished to acknowledge the
excellent website. Antaine Ó Farachain also joined in the appreciation.
The date for the next AGM was set for Saturday 23rd May 2009 at 4.00pm.
As there was no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance, hoped they would
all enjoy the many events organised around the Tionól, and closed the meeting.
Noel Pocock,
Secretary

Review 2008
Safe-guarding the Piping Tradition
•	We agreed a Memorandum of Understanding recognising
the need for a joint approach between the Arts Council,
the Crafts Council and Na Píobairí Uilleann to address
the decline of the craft of uilleann pipe-making and
the consequent shortage in the supply of quality sets of
uilleann pipes in Ireland.
•	Through our web shop on www.pipers.ie we offered
uilleann piping CDs and Books in addition to materials
for reed-making and general maintenance of the
instrument. In 2008, excluding membership renewals,
we processed over 1,200 orders comprising some 3,000
items though the web store and shipped to 25 countries.
• Published five issues of An Píobaire
•	The www.pipers.ie web site is an important means
for pipers both near and far and we added additional
facilities to the Archive section to allow on-line
document search. The Archive and Library are open to
members and to the public and had a steady stream of
visitors throughout the year.
•	Under the Music Capital Scheme we received funding for
18 new sets which will be added to the Scheme during
2009 allowing us to go some way towards eliminating
the barrier of access to an instrument and in meeting the
demand for people to start learning the pipes.

Public Access
•	In 2007, with funding from the Arts Council Touring
Experiment, we produced Piperlink and brought the
show to 18 venues around Ireland. In 2008, we applied
for and received funding from Culture Ireland to take the
show further afield and performed in 6 cities in the USA
including, St. Louis, Milwaukee, Chicago, Minneapolis,
St. Cloud and Boston.
	The show featured Tommy Keane, playing mainly flat
pipes, Gay McKeon on concert pitch pipes, and included
an explanation of the history end evolution of the
instrument by Seán Donnelly. The show was introduced
by Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh who also performed songs
associated with the pipes.
	We would like to thank the sponsors and organizers
in each city for making arrangements with the venues
and for promoting the event locally. Reaction was very
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positive and it was clear from the feedback that many in the audience were hearing the uilleann
pipes for the first time.

• The 2008 Ace and Deuce of Piping concert was held in September and featured
Seán McKiernan (Uilleann Pipes)
Paddy Keenan & Paddy Glackin (Uilleann Pipes & Fiddle)
Seán McKeon & Liam O’Connor (Uilleann Pipes &
Fiddle)
Conal Ó Gráda & John Blake (Flute & Guitar)
Jimmy Canavan (Seán Nós Singing)
Mairtín O’Connor & Frankie Gavin (Accordion & Fiddle)
Brendan Gleeson (MC)

•	Managed set-up and operation of the shop at Scoil Samraidh Willie Clancy to raise funds for the
School and for Na Píobairí Uilleann. In 2008 we facilitated the sale of almost 700 Irish Traditional
Music products including 126 CDs, books and other items on behalf of musicians attending the
festival, offering the public attending the event access to a huge range of material both old and new.
•	Na Píobairí Uilleann has had a long association with Brooks Academy, who encourage the dancing
of sets as a social activity, and provide classes where they may be learned. This continued in 2008,
with Brooks Academy using Henreitta St. to host regular dancing classes. Members of Brooks
Academy also join Na Píobairí Uilleann as associate members and we gratefully acknowledge their
support.
•	Over the last number of years, Na Píobairí Uilleann has participated in Culture Night which is
organised by the Temple Bar Cultural Trust (TBCT). In 2008 over 250 members of the public
visited on Culture Night and were treated to a tour of the building and an illustrated talk on the
history and evolution of the uilleann pipes. We also hosted introductory classes for young people
and on-going piping recitals throughout the evening. We gratefully acknowledge the support of
TBCT in providing funding for the introductory classes.
•	We also continued our fortnightly series of recitals and sessions, Ceol sa Chlub, which take place
on Saturday nights in Henrietta St. and give young musicians a chance to perform. Upwards of 50
young people regularly attend the recitals which are followed by informal music sessions. This year’s
season was kicked off with a barbecue. Our thanks to all of the young musicians who participated
and to Nollaig, Joyce and Ciara Mac Chárthaigh, Anne Morrison, Ger and Maria Galvin and all
the volunteers who help organise the recitals.
•	Our regular monthly series of recitals, Session with the Pipers, continued on the first Tuesday of
each month in The Cobblestone, Smithfield. The series during 2008 featured:
J an
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
June
July
Aug
		
Sept
Oct
		
Nov
Dec
		

Seán Ó Broin (Flute), Dermot Burke (Fiddle), Seán Potts (Tin Whistle), Seán Óg Potts (Pipes)
Seán Mc Keon & Liam O’Connor (Pipes & Fiddle), Harry Bradley (Flute)
Emmett Gill (Pipes), Paddy, Seamus and Kevin Glackin (Fiddles)
Denis Brooks (Pipes), Aidan Coffey (Box), Mick Daly (Guitar)
Peter Browne (Pipes), Gerry Harrington (Fiddle), Catherine McEvoy (Flute)
Kieran O’Hare (Pipes), Tara Diamond and Gary Hastings (Flutes)
Eliot Grasso (Pipes), Brendan Begley and Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh (Accordion / Fiddle)
John O’Brien & Paudie O’Connor (Pipes & Accordion), Ivan Goff & Micheal O 		
Raghallaigh (Pipes & Concertina)
Nollaig Mc Cárthaigh (Pipes), Emer Mayock & Jean-Michel Veillon (Flutes)
Brian Mc Namara & Timmy Collins (Pipes & Concertina), Ciarán O Maonaigh & Aidan 		
O’Donnell (Fiddles)
Tom Clarke (Pipes), Andy Dixon (Fiddle), Brendan O’Hare (Flute), Len Graham (Songs)
Danny Meehan (Fiddle ), Peter and Angelina Carberry (Accordion & Banjo), Darragh 		
Murphy (Pipes)

who played to a full house in Liberty Hall.
• During 2008 we collaborated with a number of other organisations including:
- Seán Nós Cois Life
- Brooks Academy
- TG4 – Sé Mo Laoch
- We supported the ERASMUS lecture delivered by Peter Sutherland (former Attorney General
and EU Commissioner ).
- We also arranged for pipers to perform at public events including those organised by The
European - Council of Artists, Famine Commemoration Committee and the Shoestring
Collective.
- Music Network
- Coleman Irish Music Centre, Gurteen
- Eneclann
- Foyle Piping Fesitval
- Touhey Festival Loughrea

Critical Mass of Competent Players
•	In 2008 we introduced the Video Tutor series to the www.
pipers.ie web site. Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
lessons were posted on both flat and concert pitch pipes.
Feedback to the series was extremely positive, particularly
from pipers living in remote areas who may not have regular
tuition or contact with other players.

All recitals are filmed and a selection of video clips are posted on the www.pipers.ie web site.
We also posted a sample clip on www.youtube.com
10
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During the year we added lessons by:
Emmett Gill
Gay Mc Keon
Nollaig Mac Cárthaigh
Seán McKeon
Seán Potts
	The lessons are recorded in-house by Gerry Lyons, John
Blake and John Tuohy Jnr, using equipment purchased
under an Arts Council capital grant. Accompanying
each lesson is musical notation which is transcribed by
Sandie Purcell.
	Our thanks also to Seán Óg Potts for donation of the material from the “Mad for Trad” uilleann
pipes CD-ROM tutor. We hope to edit and use the tuition featured on the CD-ROM as part of
the Web Tutor series.
•	Membership was up on 2007 with new members from 17 countries added during 2008. In
addition 2008 saw new uilleann piping clubs formed in St. Johns, Newfoundland, Chicago, and
Wales

Virtuosity of Piping & Instruments
•	Teaching of the pipes is one of the most important core activities of Na Píobairí Uilleann and
during 2008 over 50 students of all ages regularly attended the Tuesday night classes in Henrietta
St. Tuesday nights also feature reed-making classes which are well attended by an enthusiastic group
eager to learn and develop reed-making skills
•	We would like to express thanks to all of the teachers who give of their time so generously each
week. The following teachers gave classes in piping and reed-making during 2008.
Joe Doyle 		
Donncha Keegan 		
Nollaig Mac Cárthaigh
Gay McKeon 		
Maitiú Ó Casaide 		
Éanna Ó Muiré 		
Alan O’Donoghue
Sean Óg Potts

Emmett Gill
Moss Landman
James Mahon
Terry Moylan
Éanna Ó Cróinín
Séamus Ó Rocháin
Noel Pocock

•	In addition to the piping classes in Henrietta St., Na Píobairí Uilleann provides assistance and
resources for piping and reed-making classes at the following:
Chris Langan Tionól
Newfoundland		
Roving Tionól 		
Templemore Tionól

Canada
Canada
England
Ireland
12

Joseph Browne School Gort
Doran Tionól		
Henrietta Adult
& Community Education
New Zealand Tionól
St. Louis Tionól 		
South East Tionól 		
Great Northern Tionól
Pipers Gathering Vermont
Seattle Pipers Tionól
South California Tionól

Ireland
Ireland
Tin Whistle Classes Ireland
New Zealand
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA

•	Na Píobairí Uilleann once again ran the piping classes
at Scoil Samraidh Willie Clancy in 2008. 115 students
attended piping classes. The event also featured Piping
Appreciation, Slow Airs, Listen to Learn and Performance
Practice.
•	2008 also saw the continuation of the Pipe-making Lecture Series started in 2007. This year’s
series was hosted by Cillian Ó Briain and Bill Haneman. We are grateful for the support of Scoil
Samraidh Willie Clancy in facilitating the piping, reed-making and pipe-making classes.
•	Classes were also held as part of the Breandán Breathnach Commemorative event in December.
This year featured piping and reed-making lessons and recitals from members associated with the
London Pipers Club.
•	We awarded a number of scholarships during 2008 to promote playing and making of the
instrument. The following scholarships were awarded:
Fergal Breen,

Ennis, Co. Clare

Scoil Samraidh Willie Clancy

Conor Mallon

Keady, Co. Armagh

Scoil Samraidh Willie Clancy

Padraig Óg Mac Aodhagáin

Raheny, Dublin

Scoil Samraidh Willie Clancy

Rian Mac Giolla Bhríde

Drumcondra, Dublin

Scoil Samraidh Willie Clancy

Síofra Cronin

Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin

Joe Mooney Summer School

John Tuohy Jnr

Kilkenny

O’Mealy Pipe-Making Scholarship

•	During 2008 we finalized a syllabus for a three-year full time course for training pipers in the craft
of reed-making and uilleann pipe-making. We also explored options with a number of agencies and
educational organisations for delivery and funding of a sustainable training course.
•	Towards the end of 2008 Na Píobairí Uilleann secured additional funding from the Arts Council
specifically to support initiatives in relation to pipe making. In 2009 we plan to work with a
number of established master pipe makers to prepare structured video training materials combined
with technical data in order to develop a training programme for aspiring pipe makers.

13
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•	In addition to five issues of An Píobaire and our Annual
Calendar and Event Guide, we issued Volume 2 in the Piper’s
Choice DVD series. Presented by Peter Browne, the DVD
features Emmett Gill, Mick O’Brien and Jimmy O’Brien
Moran.
•	We also filmed material for volume three of the Piper’s
Choice series.
• Released The Tempest CD recording by Robbie Hannan.
•	Completed filming of the Traveller Piper DVD at the Doran
Centenary Tionól which celebrates the piping tradition of
Johnny and Felix Doran. This DVD will be launched at the
Doran Weekend during 2009. We gratefully acknowledge
the assistance of the Doran Committee and the support of
The Arts Council DEIS scheme in the production of the
DVD.

Research
•	We expanded our product range to offer greater selection
and choice of gouges and other equipment to reed makers
and also to offer a choice of ready made bags from a variety
of suppliers.
•	Our project to photograph classic sets of pipes continued
under the direction of Ronan Browne.
•	Our Local Training Initiative Heritage and Research Project
with Fás continued into it’s forth year under the supervision
of Harry Bradley, assisted by John Blake. The programme
is designed to give Learners a range of skills and experience
in working in cultural archives, libraries etc. and also
Information and Technology and Health & Safety skills. As
part of the project a large amount of archive material has
been digitized for the archive including a tune index, index
of publications, library catalogue and conversion of vinyl recordings to digital MP3 format
	In 2008, work was also completed on compiling a database of references in the Joly collection in
the National Library to create a catalogue of the material.

Values, Governance and Management
Policies
•	Expanded our Health & Safety procedures to further improve Health and Safety precautions
in the Reed-Making room.
•	Our Child Protection Policy was operated throughout the year to ensure safety of children
attending classes and events. In addition, we operated the policy for the classes at Scoil
Samraidh Willie Clancy.
•	We also continued to update our internal work instructions to ensure that all processes and
procedures are documented and streamlined.
• Completed and adopted a Governance Review to ensure best practice

Staff
•	In September 2008, Sandie Purcell was appointed as Administrative Assistant. Sandie is
a fiddle player and piper with experience within the Traditional Arts sector as a musician,
composer, publisher and teacher. Also, Sandie has administrative experience in retail and
call centre environments. Sandie holds a B Mus (Composition) from DIT Conservatory of
Music and an MA in Humanities from St. Patrick’s College (DCU)

Infrastructure
•	In August 2008 we completed the re-pointing of the façade of No. 15 Henrietta St. funded
by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism. We also developed the draft design for the
Leo Rowsome auditorium at the rear of No. 15 Henrietta St.
•	During 2008 Dublin City Council commissioned an Open Ideas Architectural Design
Competition to address the site of No. 16 Henrietta Street
which is enshrined as a policy in the Henrietta Street
Conservation Plan, (2006). No. 16 is the vacant plot at the
side of No. 15. The competition sought to establish a design
framework for the development of the site, which is informed
by the Conservation Plan and best architectural practice,
and to generate debate and discussion on the challenge of
contemporary design as in-fill in sensitive historic settings.
The winning design was awarded to Ryan W. Kennihan
Architects as this entry was considered unanimously the most
successful. The assessors were impressed in particular with
the proposed use, which is appropriate to both the immediate
and surrounding area.
•	Na Píobairí Uilleann have met Dublin City Council with a view to acquiring the new
building on the site of No. 16 to facilitate an expanded archive and museum in addition to a
pipe making training facility.
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Report of the Directors
The directors present their annual report and financial statements
for the year ended 31st December 2008.

Principal Activities, Business Review and Future Developments:
The company’s principal activity is the promotion of traditional music in general, and uilleann piping
in particular, and all such other activities,as are incidental or conducive, to the attainment of the
above objects. The re-pointing of the building in Henrietta Street was completed. Membership
Fee Income increased during the year. The company plans to widen its Membership Base in the
current year. The Arts Council funding has been secured for 2009.

Principal Risks and Uncertainties:
The company are aware that they rely heavily on the funding from the Arts
Council. They are also aware of the increasing cost of goods sold which
should be factored into the sales in as much as the market can absorb.

Results for the Period:
The results for the period are set out in the Profit & Loss Account

Important Events Since The Balance Sheet Date:
The Directors are not aware of any events or circumstances after the balance sheet date that require
disclosure in the financial statements.

Directors and Secretary:
The membership of the board is set out on page 2. The Directors interest are set out in note 17. In
accordance with the articles of association, the directors retire on the occasion of the next Annual
General Meeting, and being eligible, can offer themselves for re-election.

Independent Registered Auditors:
The auditors, M. J. McGuirk & Co., Chartered Accountants, will continue in office in accordance
with Section 160(2) of the Companies Act 1963.

Political Donations
The Company made no political donations in the year.

Proper Books of Account:
The measures taken by the directors to ensure compliance with the requirements of Section 202,
Companies Act, 1990, regarding proper books of account are the implementation of necessary
policies and procedures for recording transactions, the employment of competent accounting
personnel with appropriate expertise and the provision of adequate resources to the financial function.
The books of account are located at the business / registered address, 15 Henrietta
Street, Dublin 1.
ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD:
________________________ Director

Date: _20/2/2009______

NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA
General responsibilities

The directors are responsible for preparing the Annual Report and the Financial Statements in
accordance with applicable Irish law and generally accepted accounting practice in Ireland including
the accounting standards issued by the Accounting Standards Board and published by the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in Ireland. The directors have elected to prepare the accounts in accordance
with Financial Reporting Standards for Smaller Entities (FRSSE).
Irish Company Law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial period
which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Company and of the profit or loss of the
Company for that period.
The directors are responsible for keeping proper books of account which disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the company and to enable them to ensure that
the financial statements are prepared in accordance with accounting standards generally accepted
in Ireland and with Irish statute comprising the Companies Acts, 1963 to 2006. They are also
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence, for taking reasonable steps
for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Directors’ declaration on the audited financial statements
In relation to the financial statements as set out on pages 7 to 13:
* The directors approve these financial statements and confirm that they are responsible for them,
including selecting the appropriate accounting policies, applying them consistently and making, on
a reasonable and prudent basis, the judgements underlying them. They have been prepared on the
going concern basis on the grounds that the company will continue in business.
* The directors confirm that they have made available to Michael J Mc Guirk & Co.
Chartered Accountants, all the company’s accounting records and provided all
the information, books, or documents, necessary for the compilation of the
financial statements.
* The directors confirm that to the best of their knowledge and belief, the
accounting records reflect all the transactions of the company for the year
ended 31st December 2008
On behalf of the board

Date:__20/2/2009_______

_______________________ Director

________________________ Director
(5)

_________________________ Director
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UNLISTED ENTITY INCORPORATED IN THE REPUBLIC OF
IRELAND INDEPENDENT AUDITORS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS
We have audited the financial statements of NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA
for the year ended 31st December 2008 which comprise of the Profit and Loss Account, the Balance
Sheet and related notes. These financial statements have been prepared under the accounting policies
set out therein and the requirements of the financial reporting standard for smaller entities.(FRSSE)

Respective responsibilities of directors and auditors
As described in the statement of directors responsibilities the company’s directors are responsible for
the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and generally accepted
accounting practice in Ireland including the accounting standards issued by the Accounting
Standards Board and published by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland. Our
responsibility is to audit the financial statements in accordance with relevant legal and regulatory
requirements and InternationalStandards on Auditing Ireland and the United Kingdom.
This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Section 193
of the Companies Act 1990. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the
company’s members those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no
other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to
anyone other than the company and the company’s members as a body, for our audit work, for this
report, or for the opinions we have formed.
We report to you our opinion as to whether the financial statements give a true and fair view and are
properly prepared in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards for Smaller Entities and in
accordance with the Companies Acts, 1963 to 2006. We also report to you whether in our opinion;
proper books of account have been kept by the company whether, at the balance sheet date, there
exists a financial situation requiring the convening of an extraordinary general meeting of the
company; and whether the information given in the Directors’ Report is consistent with the financial
statements.
In addition, we state whether we have obtained all the information and explanations necessary for
the purposes of our audit and whether the financial statements are in agreement with the books of
account.
We report to the members if, in our opinion, any information specified by law regarding directors’
remuneration and directors’ transactions is not disclosed and, where practical, include such
information in our report. We read the Directors Report and consider the implications for our report
if we become aware of any apparent misstatements within it.

NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA
Basis of audit opinion.

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (Ireland & UK)
issued by the Auditing Practices Board. An audit includes examination, on a test basis, of evidence
relevant to the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. It also includes an
assessment of the significant estimates and judgements made by the directors in the preparation of
the financial statements, and of whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the company’s
circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed.
We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we
considered necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to give reasonable assurance that
the financial statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud
or other irregularity or error. In forming our opinion we also evaluated the overall adequacy of the
presentation of information in the financial statements. The supplementary information on pages 1415 are not covered by the report of the auditors.
We have undertaken the audit in accordance with the requirements of APB Ethical Standards
including APB Ethical Standard - Provisions Available for Small Entities, in the circumstances set out
in note 15 to the financial statements.

Opinion
In our opinion the financial statements:
give a true and fair view in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards for Smaller Entities in
Ireland, of the state of the company’s affairs as at 31st December 2008 and of its results for the year
then ended and have been properly prepared in accordance with the Companies Acts 1963
to 2006.
We have obtained all the information and explanations we consider necessary for the purposes of
our audit. In our opinion, proper books of account have been kept by the company. The company’s
balance sheet is in agreement with the books of account.
In our opinion, the information given in the Directors’ Report is consistent
with the financial statements.
The net assets of the company, as stated in the balance sheet, are more than the amount of its
accumulated fund and, in our opinion, on that basis there did not exist at 31st December 2008 a
financial situation which, under Section 40(1) of the Companies (Amendment) Act 1983, would
require the convening of an extraordinary general meeting of the company.
Michael McGuirk & Co.
Chartered Accountants,
Registered Auditors,
7a Carrickbrennan Road,
Monkstown.
Co Dublin.
Date:
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Profit and Loss Account for the Year Ended 31st December 2008

Notes
-----

31-12-2008

		107649

31-12-2007
€

€
	117523

Cost of Sales
		
		
		

76431

82389

-----

-----

Gross Profit

31218

35134

Grants and Other Income		577734

	592663

		

(8)

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2008

			
Turnover

NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA
Notes
=====

31-12-2008

31-12-2007

ASSETS EMPLOYED 		
€
FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets
(4)
	1254341
		
------		1254341
CURRENT ASSETS
Stock & Work In Progress
(6)
31709
Debtors and Prepayments
(7)
7217
Cash and Bank Balances
(8)
838521	
		
-----		122778

€
	1217969
------	1217969
36157
9824
99965
-----245946

There are no recognised gains or losses other than as disclosed above and there have been no
discontinued activities or acquisitions in the current or previous year.

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors (payable within one year)
(9)
79379
225152
		
---------		
79379
225152
		
----------Total Assets less Current Liabilities		1297740	1238763
		
------------Net Assets 		1297740 	1238763
		
=====
=====
Financed By
Capital Grants and Amortisation
(13) 	1277078	1232217
Accumulated Fund
(11)
20662
6546
		
------------Total capital employed
		1297740
	1238763
		
=====
=====

Date approved by the Board : _20/2/2009

DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT ON THE BALANCE SHEET.

Other Operating Costs

		

675193

772554

		

------

------

Profit/(Loss) Before Taxation

(2)

(66241)

(144757)

Taxation

(3)

0

0

Transfer Capital Grants to Reserves		
80357
		
------Net Profit/(Loss) Account
(11 & 12)	14116
		
=====

73148
------(71609)
=====

________________________ Director

____________________ ____ Director

We have relied on specific exemptions contained in sections 10 and 12 of the Companies
(Amendment) Act 1986, on the grounds that the company is entitled to those exemptions, as a small
company.
Date approved by the board _20/2/2009____

_________________________ Director

24

__________________________ Director
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ACCOUNTING POLICIES

NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA

(10)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Basis of Preparation:
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for
Smaller Entities and Irish statute comprising the Companies Acts, 1963 to 2006.

Cash Flow Statement:
As a small company preparing financial statements in accordance with the Financial Reporting
Standard for Smaller Entities, the company is not required to prepare a cash flow statement.

Currency:

1.	EMPLOYEES AND REMUNERATION
	The average number of persons employed by the company in the financial year was four and is
analysed into the following categories:
		

Turnover:
Turnover represents invoiced sales exclusive of value added tax.

Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation:
Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost or at valuation, less accumulated depreciation. The charge
for Depreciation is calculated to write off the cost or valuation of other tangible fixed assets to their
estimated residual values by equal annual instalments over their expected useful lives.

The expected useful lives and rates used are as follows:
Leased Building Refurbishment:
25 years, 	4% per annum
Web Design:
3 years,
33.3% per annum
Equipment:
6.5 years, 	15% per annum
Fixtures & Fittings:
	10 years, 	10% per annum
Pipes on Loan:
	5 years,
20% per annum

Grants
All Revenue Grants are credited to the Profit and Loss Account in the year in which they are received
for. All Capital Grants are credited to the Balance Sheet and transferred to reserves in equal amounts
over the life of the applicable Fixed Asset.

	4
=

	4
=

The staff costs are comprised of:

€

€

Salaries
Pensions
Employers Social Welfare Costs

212851
	15935
23279

215852
	17881
22646

------252065
======

------256379
======

(80357)
	11508
97563
	4857
=====

(73148)
8500
90524
	4575
=====

0
---0
====

0
---0
====

		

2. PROFIT / LOSS BEFORE TAXATION
This is stated after crediting/charging:
Transfer Capital Grants to Reserves
Auditors’ Remuneration
Depreciation
Bank Fees and Similar Charges

Stocks:
Stocks, which have been valued by the directors, are stated at the lower of cost and net realizable
value. Cost represents invoiced price from suppliers. Net realizable value is the estimated selling price
less all further costs to completion and all costs expected to arise in marketing and selling .

Pensions:
The company operates a defined contribution scheme for employees. Contributions are paid by the
company to a trust fund separated from the company’s finances. Pension contributions are charged to
the Company’s profit and loss account in the period in which they are incurred.

3. TAXATION
No Corporation Tax, (Charitable Status)
		

Foreign Currencies:
Transactions denominated in foreign currencies are translated into Euro and recorded at the rate
ruling at the date that the transaction occurs. Balances denominated in foreign currencies are
translated at the exchange rates then ruling. Exchange gains and losses are included in the profit and
loss account.
26

31-12-2007

Archive / Administration / Artistic Programming / Publications
Staff

The financial statements are prepared in Euro.

31-12-2008
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Notes on and forming part of the Accounts
for the year ended 31st December 2008

4.(a) Fixed Assets: Renovate

		
		
		

31-12-2008

31-12-2007

€
31709
=====

€
36157
=====

2047
0
	5170
0
----7217
=====

0
3987
	4829
	1008
----9824
=====

32736
8417
	42499
200
-----83852
======

	168890
30875
0
200
-----	199965
======

Trade Creditors Control
	1572
Accruals
	13916
Taxation Creditors (Note 10)
391
Pipes on Loan - Deposits Held
	13500
Revenue & Capital Grants re 2009
	50000
-----79379
======

23906
36746
0
	14500
	150000
-----225152
======

6. STOCK & WORK IN PROGRESS

Fixtures
& Fittings
€

Web
Design
€

Pipes on
Loan
€

Equipment
Total
€ 		 €

	1115174

20782

	17995

25088

242248 	1421287

Additions during Year 	104135
		
------Balance at 31-12-2008	1219309
		
-------

6800
----27582
-----

0
----	17995
-----

0
----25088
-----

23000 	133935
-----------265248 	1555222
------------

Cost:

Depreciation:
Balance at 1-01-2008
68813
2845
	16523
20274
94863
Charge for Year
	48772
2758 	1471 	4774
39787
		
----------------------Balance at 31-12-2008 	117586 	5603
	17994
25048 	134650
		
-----------------------

203318
97562
-----300881
------

Stock Of Goods For Resale
	There are no material differences between the
replacement cost of stock and the balance sheet amounts.

7. DEBTORS
Trade Debtors
Sundry Debtor-Grants Receivable
Prepayments
Sundry Debtor-Pension

8. CASH AND BANK BALANCES
AIB Current Account
AIB Account No. 2
AIB Deposit Account
Petty Cash

Net Book Amount
at 31st December 2008 1101723
		
		
=======

21979
=====

	1
=====

	40 	130598 	1254341
===== ====== =======

=======

Net Book Amount
at 31st December 2007 1046361
		
=======

17937 		1472 	4814 	147385 	1217969
=====
=====
===== ====== ======= =======

4.(b) Leasehold Buildings

	Na Piobairi Uilleann holds a 99 year lease on the building, 15 Henrietta Street, Dublin 1,
commencing on the 15th June 1979. As a condition to grant-aiding the refurbishment, the 		
Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism retain a lien on the property.

5.

The Limited Company
This Company is limited by guarantee with no share capital.

9. CREDITORS (payable within one year)

10. TAXATION CREDITORS
Paye / Prsi
VAT

0
391
----391
=====

0
0
----0
=====

6546

78155

	14116
-----20662
======

(71609)
-----6546
======

11. ACCUMULATED FUND
At the beginning of year
Reserves / (Deficit) Carried Fwd.
Net Profit/(Loss) for year
At the end of the year

28
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Notes to the Financial Statements
			

Leasehold
Buildings
€

Balance at 1-01-2008

NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA
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Notes to the Financial Statements
		

31-12-2008
€

NA PIOBAIRI UILLEANN TEORANTA 		
Supplementary Information relating to the Financial Statements

31-12-2007
€

12. R
 ECONCILIATION OF MOVEMENT
IN ACCUMULATED FUNDS
Opening Accumulated Funds 1-01-2008
Profit/(Loss) for year
Transfer Capital Grants to Reserves

6546
(66241)
80357
-----20662
======

Closing Accumulated Funds 31-12-2008

78155
(144757)
73148
-----6546
======

13. CAPITAL GRANTS
Capital Grants Received
	1480606
Capital Grants Amortised To Date
(203528)
------	1277078
=======

	1355388
(123171)
------	1232217
=======

14. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS
There were no related party transactions.

15. DISCLOSURE OF RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES
In common with many other businesses of our size and nature we use our auditors to provide us
with grant approval services and to represent us in this area.

16. GOING CONCERN
The Financial Statements are prepared on a going concern basis as there are sufficient Revenue 		
Grants approved for 2009 to sustain the Company at its current level of operation.

17. TRANSACTIONS WITH DIRECTORS
There were no loans to or from the Directors. The Directors do not receive remuneration.

31-12-2008

31-12-2007

€

€

Opening Stock Of Goods For Resale
36157
Cost Of Goods Sold
	56785
Carriage, Freight, Packing & Post
	15198

36475
64746
	17325

-----

-----

	108140

	118546

Cost Of Sales

Closing Stock: Goods For Resale

(31709)
----76431
=====

(36157)
----82389
=====

Arts Council; Revenue Grant
	412240
F.A.S. Project Grant Income
	48014
Touring Experiment Income / Grant
26967
Donations Received
	5262
Scholarships
0
Membership Fees
38952
Classes
	13355
Projects, Recitals & Tionól
19710
Other Grants / Income
	13234
-----	577734
======

360000
73514
	59139
6263
868
38197
11625
	11305
31752
-----	592663
======

Grants and Other Income

18. COMMITMENTS
The Company had no capital commitments as at 31st December 2008

19. SECURITIES HELD BY FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
There is no security held by the financial institutions in respect
of facilities granted.

20. APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The financial statements were approved by the Board on __20/2/2009___
and signed on its behalf by:
________________________ Director

__________________________ Director
30
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31-12-2008

31-12-2007

€

€

Salaries & Pensions
252065
Repairs and Maintenance
3215
Staff Training
	568
Donations
2100
Scholarship Costs
3000
Publication, Production Costs
39579
Touring Experiment Expenses
26620
Recruitment Agency Fees
	4356
Legal and Professional Fees
23623
Stationery and Printing
	13415
Equipment Expenses
9396
Artists and Professional Fees
77408
Advertising
2199
Travelling, Functions & WCSS Expns.
	5266
Audit
	11508
Telephone
7787
FAS Project
	50033
General Expenses
	584
Light and Heat
8719
Insurance
	4277
I.T. Support
	10826
Cleaning
	4422
Canteen and Catering
	11807
Bank Fees and Similar Charges
	4857
Depreciation
97563
-----675193
======

256379
	5048
980
3597
2500
72732
	59139
	1328
21090
9414
8902
81633
	5762
8965
8500
6304
75685
2653
8557
7010
	12784
	4215
	14278
	4575
90524
-----772554
======

Other Operating Costs
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