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Chairman’s Report

Ba bhliain í 2023 fíor stairiúil gan amhras. D’oibrigh Na Píobairí Uilleann go dian dí-
cheallach chun soláthar a dhéanamh raon leathan seirbhísí dár mbaill agus an pobal 
ceoil níos leithne. Leanaimid ar aghaidh ag cur deiseanna ar fáil fríd insroichteacht, 
oideachas, léirithe agus caomhnú. Faoi dheireadh na bliana, bhí an clár iomlán 
gníomhaíochtaí seachadta. Chuir NPU ábhair a mbeidh tábhacht fhadtéarmach ag 
baint leo do phíobairí ar fáil ar nós, taifeadtaí mar shampla Mná na bPíob Uilleann: 
Imleabhar a hAon agus an leabhar Music for the Irish Pipes: Imleabhar a Ceathair. 
Ach, go cinnte an toradh is tábhachtaí, sé sin an fógra ar an 1ú lá d’mí Meán Fómhair 
faoi Lárionad Fuaim na hÉireann (Uimhir a 16, Sráid Henrietta) agus €13.3M mar in-
fhestíocht ó ranna éagsúla rialtais.

Reflecting on 2023 it can be hard to take in all of the achievements of Na Píobairí 
Uilleann. The main reason for this is not only in respect of the high quality standards 
of our activities, but also the vast quantity of those activities and events. To put it 
simply, so much has taken place that it is often challenging to keep track of it all.
Publishing continued to be a strong element of the work of NPU. A groundbreaking 
CD, Mná na bPíob Uilleann: Volume 1, saw the playing of six gifted female pipers 
issued confirming the significant balancing of participation by females not only in 
uilleann piping in general, but at the highest level of performance. Joe Doyle contin-
ued his remarkable output of transcription collections issuing his Music for the Irish 
Pipes: Volume IV which brings the total number of piping tunes transcribed and pub-
lished by Joe to in excess of 1,200. This output rivals that of all the great collectors, 
yet as an even greater accomplishment, Joe’s sources were drawn entirely from pip-
ers. An Píobaire continued to grow in terms of its size and quantity of articles. While 
it remains a highly important medium of communication regarding events and activ-
ities, it has seen the inclusion of an expanded number of contributions dealing with 
history, folklore, technology, resources etc. as impacting on uilleann piping. The final 
days of 2023 saw the completion of the final elements of an exciting recording and 
documentation project resulting in the issuing of the complete known recordings of 
the Chicago born uilleann piper, Tom Ennis.

Of strategic importance to the tradition is the provision of educational supports. In 
that regard, the hosting of a number of Try the Pipes sessions has resulted in the 
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establishment of two new teaching centres. The demand for the provision of instru-
ments under Pipes on Loan programme remains very high and an additional tranche 
of instruments for learners funded to the value of €10.5K by the Music Capital Fund 
Scheme has been secured. The success of this system of outreach lesson and in-
strument provision can be seen in the fact that the vast majority of pupils availing of 
the Pipes on Loan programme go on to purchase their own instruments and continue 
as active, committed pipers. A further support for developing pipers was the provi-
sion of ten scholarships to attend schools hosting quality teaching. A measure of the 
impact which the educational provisions of NPU has had can be seen in the recital 
of young pipers including Daniel Aylward (Abbeyleix), Aoife Fadian (Sligo), Cormac 
Moore (Dublin), Catherine McConnell (Waterford) and the Music Generation Laois 
Piping Quartet, one of the highlights of the Annual Tionól in Abbeyleix. 

The making and maintenance of the instrument remained a strong focus of the year’s 
work. Instrument making tuition in partnership with Ballyfermot College of Further 
Education continued at Na Píobairí Uilleann’s PipeCraft Training Centre. Other cours-
es in the range of workshops focussed on reedmaking at various levels as well as the 
making of both concert and flat chanters. Additionally, reedmaking tutorial videos 
with Jim Wenham and Louis Priour were made available on the online archive. 
Research into various aspects of uilleann piping took place with an excellent presen-
tation on the pipes of Michael Egan at the Annual Tionól. The Notes and Narratives 
series saw the presentation of research work on a wide variety of aspects of piping 
and traditional music in the broader sense.

NPU delivered or participated as a supporting partner in a number of events includ-
ing Scoil Samhraidh Willie Clancy, The Michael Carney Memorial event in Irishtown, 
Co. Mayo, Culture Night and the Ace and Deuce of Piping concert. International Uil-
leann Piping Day 2023, saw events hosted at more than fifty locations around the 
world. IUPD is critical to promoting the playing and awareness of the instrument on 
a global scale and we a grateful to those who worked to host each of the events. 
The current Strategic Plan of NPU is not lacking in ambition. Each of the objectives 
noted received concentrated work during the course of the year. Members will note 
the advances made in simplifying and making the website easier to navigate as well 
as providing enhanced information and supports. There is no doubting however, that 
the announcement by two government departments as well as Dublin City Council 
of their combined support for the development of Sound of Ireland Centre on the 
site of No.16 Henrietta Street to the value of €13.3M was an astonishing achieve-
ment. There is no doubt that the hard work of project delivery lies ahead, but the 
organisation is most certainly up to the task and will result in an integrated network 
of facilities between Numbers 15 and 16 including a performance theatre which will 
transform resources, services and learning opportunities for uilleann pipers and the 
wider public. 

Business consultants will sometimes point out that managing problems can often be 
easier than managing successes. I have a feeling that NPU finds itself dealing with the 
latter challenge. The work of our organisation is so abundant and to such excellent 
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standards that it can be easy for uilleann piping enthusiasts to become complacent 
about the work of NPU and feel the delivery of actions and events ‘simply happens’. I 
hope this report confirms the impression and more importantly, the facts, that a mas-
sive amount of work is invested year on year to ensure uilleann piping is resourced to 
the greatest possible degree with services, supports and activities. I would ask per-
sons to consider how they could actively support the work of NPU within the confines 
of their personal commitments and resources. Donations are an obvious answer and 
will become an increasing area of attention as the Sound of Ireland Centre at No. 16 
Henrietta Street progresses. There are other ways in which members and the public 
can support the work of NPU, such as through volunteering to help at local events. 
International Uilleann Piping Day is an excellent opportunity whereby events in new 
locations can be established while existing events can also be supported involving 
modest levels of commitment. Attendances at concerts, recitals, specialist annual 
occasions such as the Breathnach, Rowsome, Ennis commemoratives also support 
the work of NPU while offering rewarding first class performances. Donations are al-
ways gratefully accepted and their preservation is secured through professional care 
and attention. It is not out of the ordinary that these can lead to further advances 
in piping. The Tom Ennis Project is an excellent example of this where by donations 
of material and recordings relating to Tom Ennis have led to a remarkable project 
making his music and story available in a single package to the present and future 
generation of pipers. 

In closing, on behalf of the Board I would like to extend our sincere condolences to 
the families and friends on the passing of founding member and Patron of NPU, Wil-
bert Garvin, as well as Niamh Breathnach who, as with her father Breandán, offered 
long term support for the work of Na Píobairí Uilleann. Ar dhéis Dé go raibh a n-ana-
macha dilis. 

Caoimhín Mac Aoidh
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CEO Report

NPU has delivered on significant projects in the past, including the restoration of 15 
Henrietta Street, the establishment of our instrument making training centre, Pipe-
Craft, and securing Irish Government support for the inclusion of uilleann piping on 
the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
In 2023 we continued this great record of achievement with the following:

 -Secured €13,300,000 funding for the Sound of Ireland Centre

-The latest NPU CD publication Mna na bPíob Volume 1 featuring eight women pipers 
was launched in the Oak Room in the Mansion House Dublin on April 19th

-NPU implemented the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media Safe to Create programme of supports for artists and arts workers

-Achieved the Investors in Diversity Silver Award from the Irish Centre for Diversity.

-The Finance Act 2022 published by the Irish Government introduced a new exemp-
tion for ‘profits arising from the production, maintenance and repair of certain musical 
instruments. It has the effect of introducing a new section (S.216F) into the TCA 1997. 
This new section included uilleann pipes. This followed a long period of consultation 
with various government Departments and officials by NPU.

-Published Music For the Irish Pipes - Volume 4 by Joe Doyle

-Held successful International Uilleann Piping Day 2023 events in more than 50 
locations around the world

-Purchased ten new sets for our Pipes On Loan Programme

-Awarded ten scholarships to piping and pipemaking students

-Held twenty-three Try the Pipes events

-Our partnership with Ballyfermot College of Further Education was expanded to 
include a Traineeship Instrument Making, Repair and Maintenance and product devel-
opment.
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-We successfully transitioned to an upgraded NPU online store.

-We delivered training in both flat and concert pitch chanter making, and chanter 
voicing and tuning and reedmaking at PipeCraft

-Our regular events / productions including Session with the Pipers, Ceol sa Chlub, 
Notes and Narratives, Ace and Deuce of Piping Concert, Culture Night, Piping from the 
Parlour, Breandán Breathnach and Leo Rowsome Commemorations, Scoil Samhraidh 
Willie Clancy piping programme. Additionally, we held a very successful Cuimhneachán 
Séamus Ennis event which was funded by Foras na Gaeilge. This event included musi-
cians, singers and speakers from both Scotland and Ireland.

-Our annual Tionól which took place in the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel on May 26 to 28 
was very well attended and the feedback from all in attendance was very positive.

-Our Tionól Dhún na nGall took place in Gaoth Dobhair and Dún Luiche in February 
2023 and continues to support and develop the piping community in the north-west

-We were delighted to receive donations of three historically significant full sets of 
pipes made by Alain Froment, Pat McNulty and George Hunter and John Clarke

-Implemented significant upgrades and improvements on the NPU Website and online 
archive

-Delivered our regular communications/ publication through An Píobaire, monthly 
newsletters and social media posts

-The support of pipers, pipemakers, tutors, NPU members and volunteers and donors 
throughout the world along with many organisations including the Arts Council, Music 
Network (Music Capital Scheme), Dublin City Council enable us to share the sound of 
Ireland through access, education, performance and preservation.
In 2024 we will be working to:

-Progress the project to build the Sound of Ireland Centre

-Achieve Investors in the Diversity Gold Award from the Irish Centre for Diversity

-Conduct a membership survey and publish the results

-Prepare a new five-year organisational strategy 2025- 2029

-Continue to develop our tuition programme

-Publish Volume 2 of Mna na bPíob, a solo audio recording by a leading piper and new 
collection of the music of the late NPU President, Liam O’Flynn
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-To hold a series of “town hall” style meetings with NPU members and the wider tra-
ditional arts community in relation to the Sound of Ireland Centre

I would like to thank all stakeholder organisations and individuals for their support of 
Na Píobairí Uilleann throughout 2023.

Finally I wish to thank the Board and my colleagues in NPU for their continued support. 
Hopefully we will get to meet and celebrate the art of uilleann piping at our annual 
Tionól in the Anner Hotel, Thurles, County Tipperary on May 24th to 26th In the 
meantime I wish you and your families the very best of health, happiness and music.
 

Gay McKeon
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The Board has been very active and productive over the past year. Our commitment 
to good governance continues with all Board members kept up to date as regards 
best practice, supported by the Board Governance Committee.

Since last year’s AGM in May, at time of writing, the Board has met on three occa-
sions (June, September, November 2023). To accommodate the international 
membership of the Board, all meetings have been held online via Zoom.

At the meeting in June 2023, Caoimhín MacAoidh was re-elected Chairperson, Mikie 
Smyth was re-elected Treasurer and Rick Lines was re-appointed as Secretary.
Three sub-committees report to the Board. Their memberships are as follows

Audit and Finance Committee
Mikie Smyth (Chair), Peter Browne, Pamela Schweblin and Rita Farrell.

Fundraising Committee
Peter Browne (Chair), Rita Farrell, Patricia Logan and Mikie Smyth.

Governance Committee
Barra McGrory (Chair), Caoimhín MacAoidh, Patricia Logan and Rick Lines.

The Board

At the time of writing, the Board consists of nine members. The attendance record 
since the May 2023 AGM was as follows: 

Caoimhín MacAoidh (3), Rick Lines (2), Mikie Smyth (2), Rita Farrell (2), Patri-
cia Logan (2), Barra McGrory (1), Peter Browne (2), Mickey Dunne (1) and Pamela 
Schweblin (3).

Rick Lines

Secretary’s Report
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Draft Minutes of 2023 AGM
AGM of Na Píobairí Uilleann, 27th May 2023 at 4:00 P.M. 

Abbeyleix Manor Hotel, Co Laois

were unable to attend this AGM.

The Chair reviewed the four strate-
gic pillars fo the organisation and 
emphasised the importance of the 
strategic plan in progressing those 
pillars. He paid a special thanks to 
the funding organisations and indi-
vidual donors who have supported 
NPU and its activities over the past 
year. 

Consideration of the Audited 
Annual Financial Statements and 
Auditors’ Report

Treasurer’s Report (Mikie Smyth)

The Treasurer reviewed the finan-
cial report for the previous year.  He 
commended the staff’s continued 
success in securing grants, growing 
incomes streams and securing dona-
tions to support NPU activities. He 
noted that the organisation’s finan-
cial position is positive and that NPU 
received a clean and unqualified 
auditor’s report in 2022. He noted 
the auditor’s praise for the organ-
isation’s financial oversight and 
governance. He reported that the 
financial statements for 2022 had 
been reviewed and approved by the 

Welcome

Caoimhín MacAoidh (Chair) opened 
the meeting and welcomed the mem-
bers to the AGM. A minutes silence 
was observed for recently deceased 
members. 

Consideration of the Minutes of the 
Previous AGM

Motion that the minutes of the pre-
vious AGM be approved as a true 
record. 
Proposed – Brian Stafford
Seconded – Stephen Scales
Report of the Directors of the Com-
pany

Chair’s Report (Caoimhín 
MacAoidh)
The Chair noted that the NPU Annual 
Report 2022 including the Direc-
tors Report was circulated prior to 
the meeting. The Chair commended 
NPU staff and CEO, colunteers and 
teachers for their exemplary work 
for the organisation. He expressed 
thanks to the members, the individ-
ual Board members and all those 
who have donated to NPU over the 
past year. He also acknowledged 
the apolgies of Board members who 
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NPU Board at their meeting on 10th 
February 2023.

Appointment of Auditors
The recommended the re-appoint-
ment of Tynan Dillon as auditors for 
the forthcoming year. 
Proposed – Joe Crane
Seconded – Ken Lynam

Staff Reports

Administrator’s Report (Daniela 
Ferretti)
A full report of the activities was 
published in the annual report. 
Daniela highlighted a number of key 
activities over the previous year, 
including appointment of new staff, 
achievement of the Irish Centre for 
Diversity Silver Award for our Equal-
ity, Diversity and Inclusion policies 
and initiatives, also adding new and 
updating existing company policies 
and procedures. Daniela noted the 
continued success of the pipes on 
loan scheme (146 sets currently on 
loan), documentaries on piping in 
Italy and Argentina, new publica-
tions and IUPD events.

Archivist’s Report (Emmett Gill)
Updates were provided on key devel-
opments over the previous year, 
including 4 issues of An Píobaire, 
300 media items added to the 
online archive, increased number 
of scanned images and audio files 
online, a number of significant 
donations made to the archive and 

new displays in the Ennis Room. He 
expressed thanks to everyone who 
has donated to the archive and to An 
Píobaire over the past year.

CEO’s Report (Gay McKeon)
Gay reiterated thanks to all those 
already named earlier by others at 
the meeting.  He expressed particu-
lar thanks to the Staff Team and the 
Board of Directors. He drew atten-
tion to the current strategic plan 
which runs until December 2024, 
and in particular  the key objective 
of building the International Uille-
ann Piping Centre at 16 Henrietta 
Street.  Development and improve-
ment of the online shop and  the new 
website is progressing well as is NPU 
engagement and collaboration with 
international piping groups.  There 
is a membership survey planned 
for late 2023 to feed into the devel-
opment of the next organizational 
strategic plan.  He extended a spe-
cial thanks to all the piping and 
instrument making teachers whose 
work is so important to developing 
uilleann piping internationally. Gay 
also thanked the management and 
staff of the Abbeyleix Hotel for their 
hospitality over the weekend.

Election of the Board
The Secretary (Rick Lines) noted that 
no nomination had been received 
from the membership.
Any Other Business
No other business.
Meeting Closed 5:00pm
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AccessAccess
Provide inclusive opportunities to engage with and enjoy the 
uilleann pipes

Throughout 2023, NPU provid-
ed access for opportunities to en-
gage with, and enjoy the uilleann 
pipes. HQ in Henreitta St. was open 
to visitors and classes, events and 
activities took place in the build-
ing throughout the year. Staff were 
available on a daily basis to assist 
with all operational matters, en-
quires and communications.
	 Try the Pipes events offer peo-
ple an opportunity to get involved 
and experience piping. In 2023, 
‘Try the Pipes’ events took place in 
22 locations in Donegal (2), Cork 
(1), Mayo (2), Dublin (9), Clare (1), 
Louth (1), Leitrim (3), Kildare (1) and 
Westmeath (2).
	 Our Pipes on Loan inventory 
was expanded with an additional 
ten practice sets of pipes added to 
our instrument bank, to meet a sus-
tained interest and demand for the 
scheme. 
	 Na Píobairí Uilleann extended 
the loan of full sets of pipes to Joe 
Byrne, Claire Fennell, Colm Broder-
ick, Louise Mulcahy and Éamonn Ó 
Meachair (Bernard Grigsby Koehler 
& Quinn).
	 In 2023 major improvements 
were made to aspects of the NPU 
website with intention of improving 
the quality of access to online ser-

vices available to  all of our audienc-
es. The membership system was 
updated, the webstore was rede-
veloped and the website theme was 
renewed to improve access across 
all devices.
	 Over the course of 2023, 271 
addtional media objects – includ-
ing 4 issues of An Píobaire, 9 new 
piping tutor videos, performance 
videos from monthly Session with 
the Pipers and Notes and Narratives 
events, and our online video series 

Image: César Pastor performing at a Pipers’ 
Chair event at Tionól Dhún na nGall 2024
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Piping from the Parlour, reedmaking 
video tutors – were added to the on-
line archive. These are freely avail-
able to all website visitors.
	 In February 2023 we held the 
9th annual Tionól Dhún na nGall, a 
regional Tionól in Co. Donegal. This 
year, the event was held in Teach 
Huidaí Beag, Ionad Pobail Dhún 
Lúiche and the Crolly Distillery. The 
programme included piping work-
shops with Tom Clarke and Eoin Orr, 
and a reedmaking class with Span-
ish reedmaker César Pastor, a young 
pipers’ recital and a Saturday after-
noon recital in Ionad Pobail Dhún 
Lúiche featuring trio Martin Crossin 
(uilleann pipes), Theresa Kavanagh 
(fiddle) and Ian Smith (song & gui-

tar), Megan Níc Fhionnghaile (fiddle) 
and Cian McGrory (uilleann pipes), 
Cathal Ó Curráin (song) and Sheila 
Friel (uilleann pipes).
	 The Leo Rowsome Commemo-
rative Event took place in February 
2023. Classes in piping, regulators, 
and reedmaking with tutors Jane 
Walls, Martin Nolan, Seán McKeon 
and Joe Byrne. Peter Browne de-
livered a lecture, Pádraig O’Keeffe: 
The Last of the Fiddle-Masters. This 
was followed by a piping recital fea-
turing Tommy Martin, Lottie Cullen, 
and the Wexford Pipers Quartet 
(Éanna Harrington, Mark Redmond, 
Ned Wall and Brendan Wickham). 
	 The Annual NPU Tionól and 
AGM returned to Abbeyleix Manor 

Image: Muireann Ní Shé at a Try the Pipes event in Donegal
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Hotel in Laois for a second year and 
to great success. It included both 
reedmaking and uilleann piping 
classes with tutors Cillian Ó Briain, 
Ciarán MacFheidhlimidh, Rosaleen 
O’Leary and Cillian Roche. There 
was also a presentation by Emmett 
Gill and David Tuohy on pipemaker 
Michael Egan, a young pipers’ recital 
and a Saturday evening recital with 
performances from Colm Broderick, 
Jason Rouse, Aoife Smyth and Kier-
an O’Hare.
	 We participated in two events 
focused on Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage arranged by the European Cul-
tural Heritage Skills Alliance at Dub-
lin Castle and NPU Headquarters, 
hosted a meeting with the Heritage 
Council and Traveller Communi-
ty groups and representatives, and 
gave a presentation to students of 
University of Montana and Warren-
mount Local History Group.
	 In September, we welcomed 
tours of Henrietta Street as part of 
the annual Culture Night event. The 
night featured NPU Archivist Em-
mett Gill delivering a short intro-
ductory lecture on the history and 
development of the instrument with 
performance demonstrations by 
Fionntan Byrne while downstairs 
in the basement visitors were wel-
comed with performances from Fi-
adh Fitzpatrick, Mark Redmond, 
Dylan Palmer, Aran McBride, Niamh 
Landale, Néillidh & Fiachra Mulligan
	 Na Píobairí Uilleann also took 
part in the Open House Festival in 

October organised by the Irish Ar-
chitecture Foundation. Over the 
course of one full day, there were 
tours every hour (7 tours in total) 
with approximately 50 visitors to 
our building in Henrietta Street.
	 In November 2023, NPU held 
its 13th International Uilleann Pip-
ing Day in person – a global event 
celebrating the uilleann pipes. The 
event has grown since its debut in 
2011 and was an enormous suc-
cess with over 50 events happening 
worldwide including locations in: 
Puerto Rico, Argentina, Japan, Can-
ada, USA, Germany, Italy, France, 
Ireland, and the UK. Local groups 
held various events, predominant-
ly in person, to celebrate the day 
including workshops, classes and 
recitals with some events also tak-
ing place online. As part of activ-
ities hosted by NPU, we held a Try 
the Pipes in Ballyfermot Library 
with performances by Séamus Ong 
and later in the evening, a recital 
in Henrietta St with Néillidh Mulli-
gan followed by a session with stu-
dents and teachers of NPU’s regular 
Tuesday night classes. The recital 
and parts of the session were live 
streamed through NPU-TV.
	 NPU-TV, our online video 
streaming platform, has continued 
to be instrumental in sharing the ac-
tivities of Na Píobairí Uilleann with 
viewers both in and outside of Ire-
land.
	 The annual Breandán Breath-
nach Commemoration took place 
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in December 2023. Molly Ní Ghrá-
da and Tom Delany taught classes 
in piping while Alan Burton taught a 
reedmaking workshop. Michael Kel-
ly presented Michael Carney – The 
Irishtown Piper. This was followed 
by the launch of Joe Doyle’s latest 
collection of tune transcriptions 
Music for the Irish Pipes: Volume 
IV. The evening ended with a recital 
featuring Cormac Cannon, Muireann 
Meade and Kieran Joy.
	 NPU has consistently made 
our facilities available to support 
the wider Traditional Arts com-
munities. For many years we have 
provided Brooks Academy with a 
venue to meet and enabled indi-

vidual artists to provide tuition in 
Henrietta Street, we look forward 
to continuing to host the wid-
er Traditional Arts community in 
Henrietta Street again in 2024.
	 Public access to event infor-
mation was ensured by consistent 
advertising on public platforms, 
including The Journal of Music 
and Music Network, as well as 
our website, our monthly news-
letter and through social media. 
NPU programmes were promoted 
on media broadcast by RTÉ, Radio 
na Life and Radio na Gaeltachta. We 
continued to develop our social me-
dia presence on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 
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Education
Engage the knowledge and experience of the uilleann piping commu-
nity and build partnerships to provide meaningful educational oppor-
tunities

Weekly piping and reedmaking 
classes toom place in Henriet-
ta Street throughout the year with 
more than 50 students attending 
Tuesday evening classes. Ahead of 
the Autumn term, a welcome back 
BBQ was organised for students 
and their families to socialise and 
play tunes together.
	 Our weekly piping classes ex-
panded to 23 locations in 2023 in 
cooperation with local teachers 
and Music Generation. Tuition loca-
tions include Sligo, Waterford, Der-
ry, Drogheda, Dundalk, Childvision 
(Dublin), Killurney, Ballyroebuck, 
Cavan, Castlebar, Croghan, Laois, 
Kilkenny, Columbia, Maynooth, Let-
terkenny, Longford, Wexford, Ath-
lone, Dunkineely, Portlaoise, Tem-
plemore and Cahir.
	 Scholarships were awarded to 
nine young pipers in recognition of 
their dedication to learning the uille-
ann pipes and progress made by the 
individuals. We’d like to thank Larry 
McGlinchey and Richie Piggott for 
their generous donations towards 
additional scholarships. Through 
this scholarship, students attend 
summer music schools where they 
received tuition in uilleann piping. 

	 A busy programme of tuition 
took place in PipeCraft throghout 
2023. Short pipemaking and reed-
making courses were held at Na 
Píobairí Uilleann’s PipeCraft Train-
ing Centre during 2023. The cours-
es included: a voicing and tuning 
course with Bill Haneman (4th - 5th 
March), a five day course in concert 
pitch chanter making with Éamonn 
Curran (10th-14th April)  and three 
summer reedmaking courses took 
place between June and August with 
Donncha Keegan, Benedict Koehler 
and Jim Wenham with a combined 
total of fifteen participants. A one-
week flat chanter making course 
with Sam Lawrence took place in 
October/November. As part of this 
course, five students completed flat 
chanters over the course of a week 
which were all heard to play well 
with suitable reeds. 
	 An additional reedmaking 
course aimed at teenagers was held 
in HQ with Joe Byrne as part of Na-
tional Heritage Week in August with 
all participants making working 
reeds.
	 The instrument making el-
ement of BCFE’s Ceoltóir course 
continued to be taught at Pipe-
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Image: Sam Lawrence with students in PipeCraft in November 2023 

Craft. Under the guidance of Na 
Píobairí Uilleann pipemaking tutors 
Joe Walsh, Mick O’Brien and Ultan 
MacGabhann, first-year students 
undertaking a pipemaking module 
completed a practice set of uille-
ann pipes, whilst second year stu-
dents completed drones to add to 
the practice sets which they made 
in the previous year. 
	 In October 2023, a traineeship 
in pipemaking was launched as an 
add-on third year where students 
began work on making two regula-

tors. This traineeship is under the 
tutelage of Tommy Martin.
	 All aspects of the course were 
managed by NPU and the harp mak-
ing tuition was delivered by Jan 
Muyllaert. At the beginning of Oc-
tober, instrument making tuition for 
the BCFE Ceoltóir course resumed 
at PipeCraft. There were modules 
available in pipemaking, harp mak-
ing, mandolin making, and flute 
making, along with a module in ‘Me-
chanical Workshop Practices’.
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PerformancePerformance
  
Create performance opportunities for uilleann pipers and develop 
audiences

A full programme of performances 
took place at a range of NPU events 
in 2023. All Piping from the Parlour 
Session with the Pipers and Notes & 
Narratives events are available to 
view back on our website.		
	 Our monthly Ceol sa Chlub re-
cital series for young musicians con-
tinued in 2023 with the assistance 
of young volunteers and parents of 
attendees. We are grateful to both 
young organisers James Landale 
and Aoife Ní Bhriain, as well as their 
families for their hard work in co-or-
dinating the events throughout the 
year. 

January	
Ruadhán Collier Ó Briain (pipes), 
Mairéad King (fiddle) & Brian Murray 
(concertina)
February	
Sorcha Ní Scolaí (pipes), Irene Vio-
que Gonzáles (fiddle) & Julie O’Con-
nell (concertina)
March	
Tess McDonnell (pipes), Róisín Mc-
Namara (concertina & harp), & Áine 
McNamara (pipes & harp)

April	
Ciannait Lawlor (fiddle), Dylan Palm-
er (pipes), James Landale (fiddle), 

Sorcha Ní Scolaí (pipes) & Caolfhinn 
Ní Scolaí (concertina)

May	
Niamh Landale (pipes), Óisín Mc-
Caba (accordion) & Rósín O’Connor 
(fiddle)

September	
Michael Hayden (pipes), Muireann 
Ní Bhriain (flute) & Síofra Ní Scolaí 
(fiddle)

October	
Cathal Ging (pipes), James Landale 
(fiddle) & Róise Ní Mhurchú (whistle 
& song)

November
Éabha Scollard (song), Fionn Ó Dún-
aigh (banjo), Aoife Ní Bhriain (con-
certina) & James Landale (fiddle)

December	
Ruadhán Collier Ó Briain (pipes), 
Eabha Morrow (fiddle) & Eimear 
Crehan (concertina)

The Session with the Pipers
monthly recitals took place through-
out 2023 in The Cobblestone, Dub-
lin, each month featuring a piper, a 
singer and various other musicians 
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from the traditional arts community.

The 2023 series featured the fol-
lowing:

January	
Mikie Smyth (pipes), Jacqui Martin 
(fiddle), Derek Hickey (accordion) & 
John Tunney (song)

February	
Colleen Shanks (pipes), Ciara Ní 
Bhriain (fiddle), Muireann Banks 
(banjo) & Nell Ní Chróinín (song)

March	
Nollaig Mac Cárthaigh (pipes), Julie 
Langan (fiddle), Mary Staunton (ac-
cordion) & Maighread Ní Dhomhnaill 
(song)

April	
Diarmaid Moynihan (pipes), Gay 
McKeon (pipes), Seán Keane (fid-
dle) & Róisín Gaffney (song)
May	
Robbie Hannan (pipes), Paddy Gla-
ckin (fiddle), Elaine Reilly (banjo) & 
Karen Casey (song)

June	
Maeve O’Donnell (pipes), Mick 
O’Connor (banjo), Antóin Mac-
Gabhann (fiddle) & Niall Wall (song)

July	
Michael Stribling (pipes), Seosaimhín 
Ní Bheaglaoich (song), Kim Fleming 
(harp), Míchaél Cherry (fiddle)

August	
Macdara Ó Faoláin (fiddle/bouzou-
ki), Victoria Pierce (banjo/song), Si-
mon Pfisterer (pipes) & Sarah Ghri-
allais (song)

September	
Emmett Gill (pipes), Roma Casey 
(fiddle), Míchael Ó Raghallaigh (con-
certina) & Ceara Conway (song)

October
Éamonn Ó Meachair (pipes), Colm 
Ó Meachair (flute), Kevin Burke (fid-
dle) & Bláithín Mhic Cana (song)

November	
Conor McKeon (pipes), Dermy Dia-
mond (fiddle), Tara Diamond (flute) 
& Kevin Conneff (song)

December	
Mickey Dunne (pipes), Niamh Dunne 
(fiddle/song), Maureen Fahy (fiddle) 
& Patsy Broderick (piano)

The Notes and Narratives lecture 
and performance series took place 
on the third Thursday of each month  
at Henrietta Street in 2023 and was 
also live streamed on NPU-TV. 
	 Running since 2010, the series 
takes place on the third Thursday of 
every month. All past events in the 
series are available to view on the 
website archive. 
A full programme of events for 2024 
are planned and contributors to the 
series in 2023 were as follows:



Annual Report 2023 27

January	
Seamus Kelly & Aileen Saunders:	
The Life and Words of John Ennis 
and The Life and Music of His Son 
Tom Ennis

February	
Cathal Ó Curráin & Shiela Friel:	
Turlough MacSweeney: The Cele-
brated Donegal Piper

March
Ken Lynam & Daniela Ferretti:	T h e 
World of Uilleann Piping: The Italian 
Experience

April	
Ceri Rhys Matthews & Rick Lines:	
‘To-ing and Fro-ing’ - Exploring con-

nections between regions in Wales 
and Ireland

May	
Deirdre Ní Chonghaile: Tomás Ó 
Máille and Sound Recording in the 
Modern Irish State

June	
Richie Piggott: The Transmission of 
Irish Music: A Personal View from 
Chicago

July	
Seán Doherty: Patterns in 1001 
Gems: Melodic Structures in Irish 
Traditional Music
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August	
Rab Cherry: Donegal's Musical 
Dohertys

September	
Mikie Smyth:	 RL O'Mealy - Bel-
fast's Virtuoso Uilleann Piper, Pipe 
Maker, Teacher and Broadcaster of 
the early 20th Century

October
Rónán Galvin:	 The Tom Munnelly 
Collection: His First Year 1971-1972

November	
Terry Moylan:	 The Establishment of 
a Tradition: The Quadrille in Ireland

December	
Eilís Lavelle:	 James Cody: An 
insight into notations of a nine-
teenth-century piper and collector

		  Our ongoing Piping from 
the Parlour online recital series of-
fered regular performance opportu-
nities for pipers globally. The series, 
which by the end of 2023 featured 
112 pipers, offers audiences an op-
portunity to hear the varied range 
of piping styles from the increasing 
diverse piping community. Pipers 
featured in 2023 included Molly and 
Máire Ní Ghráda, Liam Winnett and 
Kieran Joy.
	 Our annual Ace and Deuce of 
Piping concert in 2023 was held in 
person in Liberty Hall Theatre. This 
concert featured music and song 
from a selection of some of the best 

performing artists in the tradition. 
The line-up was as follows:

•	 Sheila Friel (uilleann pipes)
•	 Donal McCague (fiddle) & Tom-
my Fitzharris (flute)
•	 Peter Browne (uilleann pipes), 
Gerry Harrington (fiddle), Charlie 
Piggott (accordion) & Seosamhín Ní 
Bheaglaioch (song)
•	 Donnacha Dwyer (uilleann 
pipes)
•	 Landless (song)
•	 Paddy Glackin (fiddle), Gay 
McKeon (uilleann pipes) & Mary 
Corcoran (piano)
•	 Doireann Ní Ghlacáin (MC) 
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Preservation
Inspire engagement with the living heritage of uilleann piping by 
proactively conserving and transmitting as broad range of archive 
resources relating to the uilleann pipes

Four 48-page editions of An Píobaire 
were published in 2023. Contribu-
tors to An Píobaire in 2023 includ-
ed Mikie Smyth, Ken Lynam, Terry 
Moylan, Larry Dunn, Brian Vallely, 
Thomas Kannmacher, Rick Lines, 
Joe Crane, Jamie O’Keeffe, Joe By-
rne, Randy Seelye, Dónal Siggins, 
Helena Rowsme Grimes, Gregorio 
Bellodi and Nicholas Carolan. 
NPU published a new CD and book 

in 2023:
•	 Mná na bPíob Uilleann - Vol.1 
(CD), launched in April 2023
•	 Music for the Irish Pipes – 
Volume IV by Joe Doyle (Book), 
launched in August 2023
	 A new double CD and booklet, 
Tom Ennis – The Master Pipers Vol-
ume 5 was prepared for publication 
and was released  in February 2024. 
	 New additions to our online 
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archive in 2023 included all 2023 
Notes and Narratives lectures and 
2023 Session with the Pipers per-
formances. Four videos in the Pip-
ing from the Parlour series and two 
international piping documenta-
ries (Italy and Argentina) were also 
added to the online archive. All four 
2023 editions of An Píobaire add-
ed to the full run of the publication 
available on the website. 
	 Thanks to the generosity of the 
contributing artists, all material on 
the website is freely available to all. 
	 In 2023 we catalogued addi-
tional items in the collection of NPU 
historical documentation which 
covers the full span of the organi-

sation’s existence, catalogued ad-
ditional scanned photographs in the 
NPU collection and increased the 
number of audio files of early piping 
recordings. 
	 In 2023 there were a number 
of significant archive acquisitions 
and donations. Donations received 
in 2023 included: a full set of pipes 
made by Alain Froment (Martin Lit-
tleboy), a full set of pipes made by 
John Clarke (Larry Cully) and a full 
set of pipes made my Pat McNulty 
and George Hunter (Kenneth 
McNicholl).
	 Other significant donations in-
cluded a first edition of James Hardi-
man’s Irish Minstrelsy (Killian Robin-
son), “The Book of Brennan” (Chris 
“Doc” Melvin), a copy of Seachrán 
Chairn tSiadhail by Seosamh Laoide 
(Killian Robinson), a copy of the 
Book of Common Prayer published 
in English and Irish that belonged 
to the family of Canon James Good-
man (Dave Hegarty). 
Photographers Des Gallagher, Tony 
Kearns and Bill Slattery kindly con-
tributed photographs from NPU 
events and past events. 
	 Thanks are also due to all of the 
artists who donated copies of their 
new releases for the NPU Archive.
	 On a daily basis Na Píobairí 
Uilleann responds to a broad range 
of piping related queries, via email, 
telephone and mail from pipers, re-
searchers and people with a general 
interest in traditional Irish 
music. 
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Fundraising
2023 was another busy year for 
fundraising with a focus on the 
plans for an International Uille-
ann Piping Centre at 16 Henrietta 
Street Project.

All of our fundraising initiatives are 
predicated by our mission to Share 
the Sound of Ireland through Ac-
cess, Education, Performance and 
Preservation.

Na Píobairí Uilleann acknowledg-
es the support of the Arts Council 
for their ongoing support for NPU 
through the Annual Strategic Fund-
ing Scheme. 

All of our work in Sharing the Sound 
of Ireland is underpinned by ex-
cellence in values, governance and 
processes. It is vital that the Not-
for-Profit sector, allied with profes-
sional assistance and with a strong 
independent input, should take the 
lead in setting the standards.

In 2023 we continued to receive 
regular donations from members in 
the form of automatic monthly do-
nations at €21 a month. Na Píobairí 
Uilleann can benefit from a tax 
refund in respect of donations in 
a year over €250 per person. This 
means that NPU receive an addi-
tional €112 for every €250 donated 
with no additional cost to the do-

nor.

If you wish to sponsor a specific ac-
tivity of Na Píobairí Uilleann, such 
as our Pipes on Loan programme or 
our Scholarship programme, please 
do not hesitate to contact the staff 
of NPU. 

Your ongoing support through 
membership and friend subscrip-
tions of NPU is vital and we were 
greatly encouraged by the number 
of members who took the time to 
renew and keep their membership 
up to date.

Thank you again for your continued 
support for our fundraising efforts.
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Governance
Policies

During the year, Health and Safety 
audits were conducted on a month-
ly basis while staff were working in 
the office. Our Child Protection Pol-
icy was updated to reflect new reg-
ulatory requirements to ensure the 
safety of children attending classes 
and events. 

We also arranged Garda Vetting of 
volunteers, teachers and staff of vol-
unteers, teachers and staff through 
Dublin City Volunteer Centre as ap-
propriate. We would like to thank all 
of the volunteers involved.

Our Data Protection Policy was re-
viewed for compliance with GDPR 
requirements. We continue to com-
ply with the Charities Governance 
Code.

Reporting

With the introduction of the Regula-
tion of Lobbying Act 2015, NPU are 
required to regularly report on any 
lobbying of public officials. All re-
quired returns were made in 2022.

Since 2015, the Charities Regulator 
has required that registered chari-
ties report regularly on their activ-
ities, including finances and gover-
nance related documentation. Na 

Píobairí Uilleann is Registered Char-
ity Number 20010492 and all re-
turns required in 2023 were made 
in a timely manner.

Finance

The accounts for 2023, as set out 
below, were prepared by our au-
ditors, Tynan Dillon Chartered Ac-
countants, to comply with the 
Statement of Recommended Prac-
tice, “Accounting and Reporting by 
Charities” (Charities SORP) 2005 
(updated in 2008). 
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Executive, 
Board and 
Patrons
Executive
Gay McKeon 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Daniela Ferretti	
Administrator

Emmett Gill	     		
Archivist

Jack McMahon		
Assistant Administrator 
Education Programmes

Éllie Níc Fhionnghaile
Communications Officer 

Éanna Harrington
Assistant Administrator

Board/Directors
Caoimhín MacAoidh Chairman
Rick Lines Secretary	 	
Mikie Smyth Honorary Treasurer
Rita Farrell
Pamela Schweblin
Patricia Logan	
Peter Browne 
Barra McGrory 
Mickey Dunne

Patrons
Dave Hegarty	
Pat Mitchell	
Néillidh Mulligan
Nollaig MacCártaigh
Wilbert Garvin (RIP)
Seán Donnelly

Honorary President
Tommy Keane

Registered Charity
20010492

Bankers
AIB Capel Street,
Dublin D01 VW89

Solicitors
Eugene F Collins
3 Burlington Road, Dublin
D04 RD68

Auditors
Tynan Dillon Dublin Ltd
Chartered Accountants
and Registered Auditors
74 Northumberland Road
Ballsbridge,
Dublin D04 XF75



Annual Report 2023 34

Audited Accounts
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Groups and 
Organisations

•	 The Arts Council / 	
	 An Chomhairle 		
	 Ealaíon

•	 Ballyfermot College 	
	 of Further Education

•	 Brooks Academy

•	 Childvision

•	 Culture Ireland

•	 Department of 
	 Housing and 
	 Heritage

•	 Department of 
	 Tourism,Culture, 	
	 Arts, 	Gaeltacht, 		
	 Sport and Media

•	 Design & Crafts 		
	 Council Ireland 

Acknowledgements
Board of Directors would like to sincerely thank the staff – Gay McKeon, Emmett 
Gill, Éanna Harrington, Daniela Ferretti, Jack McMahon and Ellie Níc Fhionnghaile 
for their hard work and dedication to Na Píobairí Uilleann. We gratefully acknowl-
edge the support of the following organisations and people during 2023:

•	 Dublin City Council

•	 Ealaín na Gaeltachta

•	 Irish Traditional 		
	 Music Archive

•	 Journal of Music

•	 McKeon Group

•	 Music Generation

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Galway County

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Laois

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Louth

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Sligo	

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Tipperary	

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Kilkenny

•	 Music Generation 	
	 Waterford

•	 Music Network

•	 Scoil Samhraidh 
	 Willie Clancy

•	 Tynan Dillon
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•	 Donal Siggins
•	 Donnacha Dwyer
•	 Donnchadha 		
	 Mac Aodha
•	 Donnchadh Gough
•	 Éadaoin 			 
	 Bhreathnach
•	 Éadaoin O’Donnell
•	 Emer Mayock
•	 Finbar Furey
•	 Fionn Ó hAlmhain
•	 Garrett Bennis
•	 Gemma Murray
•	 Gerry Buckley
•	 Gerry Lyons 
•	 Gerry O’Connor
•	 Gerry Starr
•	 Gregorio Bellodi 
•	 Hammy Hamilton
•	 Harry Bradshaw
•	 Harry Hughes
•	 Helen and Willie 		
	 Lawlor
•	 Helena Rowsome 	
	 Grimes
•	 Irene Martin
•	 Jacqui Martin  
•	 Jan Muyllaert
•	 Jeff Byrne
•	 Jerry O’Reilly
•	 Jesse Smith
•	 Jim McGuire
•	 Jim Wenham
•	 Jimmy 			 
	 O’Brien-Moran
•	 Joe Crane
•	 Joe Daly
•	 Joe Doyle
•	 Joe McKenna
•	 Joey Abarta

•	 John Blake
•	 John Butler
•	 John Kelly
•	 John Tuohy
•	 Joe Byrne
•	 Joseph Walsh
•	 Ken Lynam
•	 Kevin Conneff
•	 Kevin O’Donovan
•	 Kieran Joy
•	 Kieran O’Hare
•	 Killian Robinson
•	 Larry Dunn
•	 Larry McGlinchey 
•	 Leo Rickard
•	 Leonard Barry
•	 Liam Cassidy
•	 Liam O’Connor
•	 Louis Priour
•	 Louise Mulcahy
•	 Luke O’Brien
•	 Maeve Gebruers
•	 Maggie Maguire
•	 Maitiú Ó Casaide
•	 Mark McBride
•	 Martin Crossin
•	 Mary Friel
•	 Matt Molloy
•	 Maureen Kilduff
•	 Maureen Spencer
•	 Michael Foley
•	 Michael Kelly
•	 Michael Tubridy
•	 Mick O’Brien
•	 Mick O’Connor
•	 Mickey Dunne
•	 Mike Mullins
•	 Mikie Smyth
•	 Muireann Ní Chonaill
•	 Nicholas Carolan 

Individuals

•	 Aaron Shearer
•	 Adèle Commins
•	 Aidan O’Donnell
•	 Áine Hensey
•	 Aoife Granville
•	 Alain Carroll
•	 Alan Woods
•	 Alphie Mulligan
•	 Aoife Nic Lochlainn
•	 Benedict Koehler
•	 Bernie Potts
•	 Bettie McDermott
•	 Bill Haneman
•	 Brendan Collins
•	 Brian Gallahar
•	 Brian McNamara
•	 Brian Montague
•	 Brian Stafford
•	 Brian Vallely
•	 Caoimhín Mac Aoidh
•	 Caoimhín Ó 		
	 Fearghail
•	 Cathal Gaffney
•	 Catherine Boothman
•	 Catherine McEvoy
•	 Catherine Roche
•	 Charlie Piggott
•	 Claire Fennell
•	 Conor McMahon
•	 Cormac Cannon
•	 Cormac Keegan 
•	 Daniela Ferretti
•	 Dave Hegarty
•	 David Tuohy
•	 Debbie Quigley 
•	 Deirdre Mullally
•	 Deirdre 			 
	 Ní Bhuachalla
•	 Des Gallagher
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•	 Nick Whitmer
•	 Nicola Canovi
•	 Noel Pocock
•	 Nollaig Mac 		
	 Cárthaigh
•	 Paddy Glackin
•	 Paddy Hyland
•	 Paddy Keenan
•	 Pádraic Keane 
•	 Padraic Mac 
	 Mathúna
•	 Pádraig Butler
•	 Pádraig Óg 		
	 Mac Aodhagáin
•	 Patrick Hyland
•	 Paul Flynn
•	 Paul Harrigan
•	 Paul McGrattan
•	 Paul Waldron
•	 Peadar Ó Scolaí
•	 Peter Browne
•	 Peter Laban
•	 Ray Coleman
•	 Renee Lawless
•	 Richie Piggott
•	 Rick Lines
•	 Ronan Browne

•	 Rosa Flannery
•	 Saoirse 			 
	 Ní Chnaimhín 
•	 Seamus Ó Rócháin
•	 Seán Donnelly
•	 Seán Keegan
•	 Seán McKeon
•	 Seán McKiernan
•	 Seán Potts
•	 Seán Whelan 
•	 Sheila Friel
•	 Simon McBride
•	 Siobhán Long
•	 Sorcha Potts
•	 Stephanie Caffrey 
•	 Stephanie 			 
	 O’Callaghan
•	 Stephen Scales
•	 Tara Boyle
•	 Terry Cullen
•	 Terry Moylan
•	 Thomas 
	 Kannmacher
•	 Tiarnán 			 
	 Ó Duinnchinn
•	 Tierna Rowsome
•	 Tim Hill

•	 Tom Clarke
•	 Tom Mulligan
•	 Tommy Fagan
•	 Tommy Keane
•	 Tony Kearns
•	 Ultán Mac Gabhann
•	 Ultan Potts 
•	 Wynton Moore
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